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HE z 4f Gions of Liſe thv' 
often diſcover, with how little 


3 55 


Meaning that Pe erition goes 9 


[5 


der our 

Earth, as it is in Heaven. For 
is done, andthe Votary is ſometimes J 

ready to fly in his Face. Bur I am 

S perſuaded you have otherwiſe learned 

| that Reſig Znation to the Mill of God, 

which : is fo much the Perfetion of the 


4 * 


4 ” Chriſtian | 


* 
The DEDICATION: 


Chroftean Charafter. A you have been, 
rus wntly 7 the School of ih Crofs, (b 
% Babe been carly acquainted with 
2 Fprimgs of Cofelarion,.) and. 
with the beſt Motroes of Submiſſion. — 
Ii cannot be to learn now, Mie may 
rather expect to fe Patience have its 
perfect Work ; improved to a high 


e and" the Heart ſweetly come 


— . te an e 


ſed to an bumble Acqui cence in bis 
Providence; and not mourning, as 5 
with our dear Friend, we hat 1 


all our 2 of the eee efurrec- 
LO NG A bY 
Sl wo day anon nas [8B 
Nalin is mare A 
Mogiers vv 1ipeply_ pon , phat. 
2 5 N 209 forward in our Ex pecta- 
7 tiaus; 3 and that rhey, 77 uly, "are Vee. 
gl T4, Agnes Scholars, efpecialby in 
9 /; Lach. >. hard Lefſins., Theſe Thats, 
705 e He eaſy, upon the Behef,. 
gud are fige in the 7 Speculation 3 but. 
het Ca Le ſße 
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Aſadam, the p lea, F Yeh 
70 Praclice 4s the Life vf 
are br th nothing, any fam 8 
heal the wounded Spirit, pre Mud 
bulente of "Thought, command Peace 
in the Nate of the" Ning af Hepes; 
male the Haff, db Homugt we" 
Sovereignty, and Iuſnence the' bun 
of Hul, a 4 Cone f Life. ANW 


I the "Principles of Grace, and the 
Proſpects of Glory, are not enough" 1 
deal with Nature in theſe Cafes, there 
+ no Balm ia Gilead; and we muff 
bleed. on. But Jhall it ever be! 
that the Cirifias Revelation , join- 
ed with all the Aids of Phrhfophy, 
Mall do le, for us, than the latter a- 
Tone could do 8585 fach a Man us Se- 
deen Who could fay upon the Death 
23252 7 0” of 


The = + ago 10 N. 


his beloved Friends, I enjoyed them 

2s one that knew he was to part 

with them, and I part with them, 
as one that knows he is to en- 
joy them again. 77 upon ' zhis 
Condition that the neareſt Relation 
is contracted, until Death do us part: 
Aud that parting is with a View to a 
mestung agam , never to part more. 


well. Tis only in this changeable World 
that ſuch Language has any Place. 


I am one among a many that mourn 
their own Loſs, and ſympathize with 
gour's. Aud while I write theſe Things, 
1 find I need them to reconcile my ſelf 
ro the Providence, not only becauſe we 
cannot help it, chat aloe. is top dry a 
Thought, but becauſe. it is the Will of 
our.. heavenly Father ; which ought to 
be to us Reaſon enough for any Thing 
that comes from bim; from him, who | 
* | taketh 


3 


No, never more bid each other Fare. 


The DEDICATION: | 


taketh away; and who can hinder 
him? who will 19 80 unto him what 
doſt . 2 le 


3 


Though. you ill nor Ee” ond FA 
Almighty, nor complain of him, you 
know how'to commune with him, and 
carry all jour Griefs and Complamts 
to him. I have imagined you entermg 
your Cloſet, not only as Joleph, when 
he ſought where to weep, but fleeing 
10 your heavenly Father who ſeerth in 
ſecret; and to the Promiſes, exceed- 
ing fort and precious ; wherein he 
hath aſſured us, that he hath not de- 
ſpiſed nor abhorred the Affliction 
of the Afflicted, neither hath he 
hid his Face from him, but when 
he cried unto him he heard, P/al. 
xxii. 24. Unto the upright there a- 
riſeth Light in Darkneſs, P/al. cxii. 
4. And though he cauſe Grief, yet 
will he have Compaſſion according 
. to 
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to the Maltitude“ of Bis Mer cies 
Lam. iii. 7 Why Why ärt thou — 
n, oh my Soul ? CC He 
gone, but not bft, — TI am left, 
4 yet am T not alone; becauſe the 
„ Father is with me. His Happineſs 
in ibis World was alas my 
Cx Joy. — H. 75 preſent" G ory” cannor 
« be my Sorrow, but from à Love th 
<< my - ſelf. —— This Arrow \-was- not 


« drawn at a Venture, bus "Jireted 


A 


cc, by Providence for nk End and 
Purpoſe” worthy of Cod, and fitteſt | 
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N * 


% for me to purſue." 22 Miſdlom, 
4, am ſure, cannot e miſtaben. Ts 
ce finite Goodneſs will not ao me any 
«real harm, birt mate all Things 
* work together for my Good. He 


8 farely takes the rgb Mays 70 theſe 


«< Ends; and rege 70 them. — 


* go many of my dedr Friends havs 
5c ing left the World an mne, males 


*' the Reaſon iht fromity, whyi'd 
©3 « ſhould 
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The DEDICATHONM 

ec. ſhould wat fall aut with. thee, ab my 
by God LON hut cultiuate that 2 of, 
* Friendſhips, and acquami my ſelf. 
cc more with thee, and be at Peace. 
« For [ know, oh Lord / that thy Judg- 
© ments are right, and that in ve- 
= © ry Fanhfulneſs thou haſt affiifted 
3 © me.—— FH turn my MY gs into 
Prayers, and my Weeping into a 
ce godly Channel, The Tears that riſe 
ce mn, Grief ſhall fall in godly Sor- 
% 10W,—— *Tis a tender Time, an 


« Opportunity not ro be loſt, — 
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But, I begin to fancy,my ſelf as hit 
ning to your Foliloquies; and Should fear 
being thought too officions, if I were 
not aſſured, that an) Aſſiſtance towards 
the Improvement of ſuch Providences 
an a religious Manner, would not be 
= rmwelcome to you. You have your De- 
lte in this Publication, and if it ſhall 
contribute in any Degree towards your 
= Comfort 


7 "44 4 
1 


8 
Y 1 n 


- 


ICATION. 


DED 


* 
4 


The 


os 


have 


* a - 4 - ay gs 4 * 


= 
E. 
Sg *% '\ 

* 
422 

* 


min 
fat 


75 


— 


f 


I 
a 


* 


* 
= 


on, 


great $ 


2 


* 


ca 
11 
5 
SES 
Your moſt humble 


k F< 3 
—_— 

EE. 
ED 2 LS 4 
r 


— * * 


a 


* 
. 


1 


* 


* 


and obliged Servant, 


® 
+ 


-% EC 
” @\ 
* _— 
; hq 
7 , 
3 
+ 
Fes 
| (Ys) 
* 
= 
EQ ; 
oy * f - 
* 4 
1 
F 
* 
. * 


—_— „ — —„ 4 2222 r Pr We. CTC. CT EE OC TIS SY YT nn oY OY TIES 


„1„16*L»—2S 


— qY——ů —-—-ͤ . — — ͤ ——— - —U—T — 
A. — — — — —  — re 


— — Bu. OS OTA AO — 


Mii. 


—— —— ——E——äƷä—ä ge REI —f-a— — 


* . — — —_ 


— 


—— ——— wv 
— — 


. . ˙- 


1 
- —ͤ——6— — — 
— I ————————————_— 


— — — — — ax a I I rr Ren bore — — 


Annas 


# % ” 
- 7 - 9 
* 2 * 
4 4 1 ai? - # 
I "4's 5 ; 
. 4 P * & „ 4 9 
* 
3 
1 


- 
. 


Hes: vi. T2, 


2 ve 15 not fothful, but Followers 
" them, who through Faith and | 
Wy atience FE the P FOnaes. 


I. 7a) 0 follow our Friends to the Grave, 
and leave them in Duſt, is the mourn- 
dul part of theſe Solemnities; to 
| follow them to Heaven, is the com- 
fortable Proſpect. The Way to it is to fol- 
low them in that Faith and Patience by which 
they have got thither. In order to that, we 
muſt obſerve the Caution, that ye be not ſloth. 
ful; and comply with the Exhortation, to be 
Followers of them who through Faith and 
Patience inherit the Promiſes. 
The Caution is, that ye be not ſlothful. 
Not ſflothful in Bui, meſs, but fer vent is 
Spirit, ſerving the Lord. There is go room 


for Slothfulneſs in the Chriſtian Religion. 
B This 


: 
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This Race cannot be run, tis Warfare is not 
to be accompliſhed by them that are ſo. The 
Kingdom of Heaven miſt be taken by Vin 
fence. Not a Violence upon others, but upon 
our ſelves. There muſt be a violent "Conteſt 
with Enemies, a violent Oppoſition to Temp- 
tations, a violent Struggle with Corruptions, 
and ſtriving for the Maſtery ; Things, that 
ſtand directly oppoſed to Sloth and languid 
Endeavours ; which are not likely to conquet 
in this Warfare, nor to win the Prize in zhzs 
Race that is ſet before us. As to the Nature 
of this Sloth, it is an Indiſpoſedneſs to ſpiri- 
tual Things in their proper Seaſon, ariſing 
from Remiſneſs and Formality in Religion, oc 
Carnality and Worldlineſs of Mind. 
Allowance muſt be made for Temptation ; 
which may at ſome times occaſion more Re- 
miſneſs than is habitual. Allowance muſt be 
made for the Infirmities of Nature, Conſti- 
tution, old Age, and other Circumſtances; 
which may not be criminal Indiſpoſitions, but 
Diſtemper. No Chriſtian but may occaſion- 
ally be overtaken with it. Peter, Fames, and 
John were ſo, at a very unſeaſonable Time; 
when their Saviour was in Agony, preſſing 
forward in the Work of our Salvation. Vet 
our Lord's Cenſure of it is gentle, zhe Spirit 
7s willing, though Fine F. fo 7s weak, So that 


it 


(3) 
it may be an actual Fault, where it is not an 
habitual Vice. 

But it prevails to a dangerous Degree in · 
deed, when it is generally the Frame. When 
it appears in the frequent Neglects of Religi- 
on. When we are glad of any Excuſes for 
our Omiſſions; eſpecially if we ſeek them, 
and find out Shifts and Evaſions, and begin to 
make Excuſes. I have put off my Coat, how 
ſpall I put it on? As if a ſmall Trouble were 
fit to be compared with the Benefit of Com- 
munion with Chriſt our beloved? It pre- 
vails indeed, when in the Conflict about what 
is our preſent Duty, the Scale is turned gene- 
rally on the ſide of Fleſh and Blood, of Eaſe 
and Sloth ; or we perform without Life and 
Vivacity, or any ſpiritual Reliſh. Formerly 


X you watched againſt Temptations with a 


godly Jealouſy ; you ſtrove againſt them even 
to Agony; and found a Pleaſure in the Con- 
queſt, beyond the Pleaſures of yielding to Sin. 
If all this be over, which contained ſo much 
of the Chriſtian Life, it is a ſign this Sloth 
has preyailed to a dangerous Degree indeed. 

The Exhortation ſtands in direct Oppoſition 
to this Laodicean Frame of Spirit, this Luke. 
warmneſs and Indifference. As if he ſhould 
ſay, if you would not be flothful, be Fo/low- 
F ers of them who through Faith and Patience 
A B 2 inherit 


(4) 
inberit the Promiſes: Or, if you be Follow: 
ers of them who through Faith and Patience 
inherit the Promiſes, you will not be foth- 
ful. 
In this Exhortation I have three Things to 
r to. 


I. A lovely Deſcription of the State and 
Condition of departed Saints, #/ey inhe- 
rit the Promiſes. 

II. The Means whereby they attained that 
State, through Faith and Patience. 

III. The Duty of ſurviving Friends and 
Relations, to be Followers of them. 


I. The lovely Deſeription * the State and 
Condition of departed Saints, they mmherit the 
Promiſes. | 

It is ſpoken ;mmedinely of the F * of 
the old Teſtament, it is true of all that die in 
the Lord. Abraham, our Father, is brought 
in as an Example, not as the only one, but 
as an illuſtrions one, v. 13. None could be 
more pertinently propoſed to thoſe. ho glo- 
ried ſo much in having Abraham to their Fa- 
ther. But wwe believe that through the Grace 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt we ſhall be ſaved, 
even as they, Acts xv. 11. For if we believe, 
3 are "wwe m4 s Seed and Heirs ac- 

cording 


5) 


cording to Promiſe. They will inherit all the 


| Promiſes they died in the Faith of. The Sum of 
what they have at preſent, is, perfect Purity, ſa- 


tisfy ing Enjoyment s, and both as an Inheritance. 
F. 1. Compleat Purity and Holineſt. 
The Spirits af juſt Men are there made per- 

fect. Like to Chriſt himſelf, by ſceing bim 


4s he is, and knowing him as we are known. 


No more Infirmitics natural, or moral. No 
more Temptations to new Sins, nor mourn- 
ing over old ones. No Tempter to folicit 
without, nor Corruptions to betray within. 
No more crying, ob my Head, becauſe of the 
Weakneſs of Underſtanding ; nor, ob my 
Heart, forthe Depravity of Mind, and Cold- 
neſs of Frame. One and the ſame Stroak 
will ſeparate between Soul and Body, and the 
Soul and Sin for ever. That Sin, whoſe con- 
demning Power was taken away in Juſtificati- 
on; whoſe Dominion was broken by Sanctiſi- 
cation; its very Being, will at laſt be deſtroy- 
ed by Death. Then we fhall inherit this Pro- 
miſe, of being ſanctiſied and cleanſed by the 


waſhing of Water through the Word, that hr 


might preſent us to himfelf 2 glorious Church, 
not having Spot or Wrinkle, or any fuch thing; 
but that it ſhould be holy, and 22 Ble- 


piſh. 
8 2. Satiahing E njo yment. - 


We 


(6) 
We hall be ſatisfied when. we awake in 
thy Likeneſs. We never can be entirely ſa- 
tisfied till then. Bleed are the Dead that die 
in the Lord, we never ſhall be compleatly bleſ⸗ 
ſed till then. 

What an . of a will 
there be? How extenſive in the Compaſs of 
it? How clear as to Perception and Evidence ? 
How eaſy in the Acquiſition? Eaſy as the En- 
trance of Light into a well: diſpoſed Eye. 
Now we ſee but as through à Glaſs, darkly. 
So ſay the Apoſtles; darkly, and yet their 
Glaſs was as good, and their Sight as ſtrong, 
as any to be found in them, who think they 
ſee every thing; not dark/y, but fo plainly 
and clearly, asto be angry that others do not 
ſee all they ſee, or do not ſee with their Eyes: 
But then it will be Face to Face. Again, 
how extenſive! into the Hiſtory of Providence ; 
the Philoſophy of all God's Creations ; and 
the Divinity of the Redemption of Mankind 
by Jeſus Chriſt ; and ſuch a Diſplay of the 
Perfections of the Divine Nature, as God 
ſhall ſee fit to make us progreſlively capable 
of. And as for Clearneſs, there will be no 
Cloud or Darkneſs, no Doubts or Difficul- 
ties ariſing from the Ambiguity of Words, 
and Equiyocation of Language, or falſe Ideas, 
| yo in this World is the Cauſe of a great 
= deal 


CF 
deal of Miſtake, and a great deal of Quarrel: 
What an Entertainment will ariſe from the 
Glories of ſurrounding Objects? The Palace 
of the eternal King is built on Purpoſe, for 
the Entertainment of all thoſe whom the 
King of Heaven delights to honour. In 
that celeſtial Architecture, to be ſure infinite 
Wiſdom has ſhewn its Skill, and infinite Good- 
neſs has not been ſparing, from a Treaſury 
that is inexhauſtible ; in erecting of that Buzld- 
ing of God, an Houſe not made with Hands; 
eternal in the Heavens; of which Chriſt ſays, 
it is m Father's Houſe, in which there are 
many Manſions. 

A great Ingredient of Happinef is a 
Company and Converſation; that it be agree- 
able and delightful. The Company in the 
heavenly World is of the fineſt ſort. There 
is the · bleſſed God, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. The holy Angels, and all our 
godly Friends amongſt them, who have got 
the Start of us into the bleſſed World. In 
that Company there is no Dulneſs, Diſagree- 
ableneſs, or Jealouſy; no Miſunderſtanding or 
wrong Deſign. The Converſation never flags 
for want of Furniture, nor fires for want of 
Temper. Spirits made perfect know no Va- 
pours or Spleen; but everlaſting Vigour enli- 
ens; the Glory of God entertains, and unites 

| them; 


(8) 


them, while they fit togethet at the Rivers 
F Pleaſure that are at God's right Hand. 

F. 3. And all by Inheritance. 

They have it Hereditario jure, they alen 


the Promiſes. 


"How come they to inherit ? The ſame Way 
Fa others do; by being the truc Heirs. How 
came they to be Heits ? By being the Chil 
dren of God; for if Children, then Heirs, 
Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with Jeſus 
Chriſt, Rom. viii. 17. How came they to 
be Children of God? By the Grace of Re- 
generation, born into his Family. Born from 
above. Born again. And born of God. Which 
reſpects the Participation of the Divine Na- 
ture. And by the Fayour of Adoption into 
the Family of Heaven, which reſpects the 
Privileges of the Sons of Gad, and both thro! 
Faith in Chriſt, Gal. iii. 26. Ie are all the 


Children of God, by Faith in Chriſt Heſs, Us, 


II. The Means by which they arrive to 
this Inheritance, vis. by Faith and Patience. 
So they did, and ſo have our. Friends who 
have gone before us, and ſo muſt we, if ever 
we come thither. Nothing is better calcula. 
ted for ſuch a World as this than Faith and 
Patience; to go through this World, to go out 


of it, and to ſecuxe a better World after it, 
Faith 
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Faith is the Evidence of Things not ſeen; 
Patience is the Support under wliat is felt. 
The Faith of wliat is hereafter to be enjoy- 
ed, helps our Patience in what is now to be 
born. By Faith the Truth of the Golpel is re. : 
ecived, and retained; by Patience it is practi- 
ſed; Adverſiti ties ate ſuſtained; Troubles over- 
come, and Difficulties ſurmounted: Faith to 
believe the Promiſes, and Patience to carry 
us through all that lies in our Way to them. 
He that will not bear ſomething for what he' 
believes, it is no great Matter what he believes. 
F. 1. The firſt Grace here mentioned is 
Faith. OY 
Faith is an Aſſent to the DoArines of the 
| Goſpel ;/a Dependance upon the Promiſes of 
it, and an Acceptance of Chriſt as he is of- 
fered to us there in all his mediatorial Offices. 
We take him to be our Prophet to teach us; 
our King to govern us; and our Prieſt to re- 
commend us to God, by the Merit of his 
Death, and the Prevalence of his Iaterceſſion. 
This Faith is diſtinguiſhed from the Pre- 
ſumption of thoſe who think themſelves Be- 
lievers, becauſe they can recite their Creed, by 
the Properties of it. Ir purifies the Heart, 
Acts xv. 9. It overcomes the World, 1 Foh. | 
v. 4. And it works by Love, Gal. 5. 6, And 
it derives continual Influence from Chriſt 
8 C for 


(10) 


for final Perſeverance, -We work by, Faith, 
we live by Faith, we die in Faith. | 

. 2. The ede Grace mentioned is 7. 
Hence. - | 

The Work of Paicare conſiſts | in three 
Things. In doing Good; in bearing Evil; 
and in waiting for the Reward, after we. have 
done Good and endured Evil; and for the farther 
Aecompliſhment of 'Prophecies and Promiſes. 
Patience in doing Good, is that pati- 
ent Continuance in well doing, whereby we ſeek 
for Glory and Honour, Immortality and eter- 
nal Life, not weary of well doing, knowmg 
that we fhall reap if we faint not. 0 

Again, Patience in bearing unavoidable E- 
vil. No Patience obliges us to bear what we 
can avoid innocently, but what we cannot 
avoid without Sin, then the Rule is, in Pa- 
rence poſſeſs your Souls. Some have got the 
Name of Heroes by doing Miſchief in the 
World; the Chriſtian Hero has his Name 
from doing Good, and bearing Evil. Here 
is the Faith and Patience of the Saints] Rev. 
xiv. 12. The want of this has increaſed the 
Number of Apoſtates, in trying Times, and 
leſſened that of the Martyrs. 

Again, Patience in waiting for the Reward. 
Tou have need of Patience, that after you. 
Have done the Will of God, you may receive 

the 


(+1) 
the Promiſes, Heb. x. 36. Few think! it any 
Trial of Patience to be kept out of Heaven. 
Few, whoſe Heart is made fick by rhe deftrring 


of that Hope. They can ſtay longer in thi 
World without any great Pain. Here and 


there is one, who having little Comfort ih 


this World, and great Aſſurance of another, 


may be crying, How long, Lord! whey ſbull 


I come and appear before thee ! To whom it 


may be an Exerciſe of Patience to wait in 


Pain and Weakneſs for what is Juſt before 
them, But ic muſt be great Grace indeed 
that can mike a Man long for another World, 
who has all that Heart can deſire in this. 
There are Conſiderations enough to make a 


Chriſtian capable of beholding Death, not as 
the Diffolution, but Conſummation of his 


Life. We have not theſe Conſidetations al- 


ways ready, nor are we always in a Conditt. 


on to uſe them, in the beſt manner; à perfect 
Freedom from Sin and Suffering, and a full 
Poſſeſſion of the Happineſs of the ſeparate 
State, are inviting Things. 

Another Empioymeft of Patience is the 


waiting for the Accompliſhment of thoſe 


Promiſes and Prophecies that remain to be 
fulfilled, concerning the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
and His Intereſt in the World. Such as the 
calling of the Jews, the fulneſs of the Gen- 

110 


40, 


i. 


cerning all 8. 8 thaw } is an 1 Time, : 
called his Time, who. in his Time ſhall ſbeu 
wwho.;is the only Potentate, Ki ing of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords. He that believes makes 
not... haſt, - but ſays, let God take his on 
Time. His Time is the beſt Time, and ſhall 
be my Time. It is not for us to know the 
Times and the Seaſons. which the Father hath 
put into his own, Hands. I will be thankful 
for prefent Mercies God; has beſtowed. upon 
the Church; I. will mind my prefent Duty, 


and will. wait with humble Faith and Patience 
for chat which is to come. | 


Ill. The Duty. "of 33 "Be and 
F riends, is to be Followers of thoſe 

. All People are, ready enough to follow their 
1 Friends into the Inheritances they 
leaye behind them; but it is of infinitely 
greater Importance to follow them into that 
Inheritance they are. entered into. What 
Compariſon is there between ſucceeding to 
an, Eftate, that you mult die from, as well 
28 thoſe who have left it, and following them 
into the Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadcth not away? But to be Followers 


as in the Text, is to be Imitators Var) to 
act 


(23) 

act the ſame Faith by which they truſted 
in God, and were upt aſbamed; by which they 
ſaw Things inviſible, and brought near Things 
at a Diſtance; by which they overcame the 
World, the Devil, and a corrupt Nature. 
The ſame Faith, that purified their Hearts, and 
worked by Love, Imploy the ſame Patience, 
by which they endured, as ſeeing him that is 
inuiſib ble. Tread in the ſame Path, and walk 
in the ſame. Way, and you will come to the 
ſame end. This will ſecure, an happy Meet- 
ing again between the godly Husband, and 
the godly Wife, Parents, and Children, and 
godly Friends, who are gone before. 

We have not quite done (it ſeems) with 
our departed Friends, when they are gone. 
We have ſomething to do with their Me- 
mories, to embalm them by our grateful Ac- 
knowledgments. We have ſomething to do 
with their preſent Felicity, to rejoice in their 
Enjoyment. of it ; to take Aim at. it, and keep 
our Eye upon ir, all the Way we walk up the 
heavenly Road. We have ſomething to do 
with their Example, to follow it, or be Imi- 
tators; and, eſpecially to imitate their Faith 
and Patience. Tis for this Purpoſe that the 
Righteous are to be had in n Remem- 
brance. | HE 7 1132 


lee 
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I look upon thoſe Scriptures which ptopoſe 


the Chatactets of good Perſons to our Re- 
membrance and Imitation, to be ſome War- 
rant for the Commemoration of what was 
excellent in our departed Friends. The whole 
eleventh Chapter to the Hebrews is an Elb. 
gium of thoſe eminent Saints. This is called 
Theoloagia Paradeigmatica, conſiſting of Ex- 


amples proper to excite us to our Duty, as 
well as ſhew it us. Indeed this excellent In- 


ſtitution of ſetting forth the Praiſes of the 
Saints, has been abuſed, to mean Purpoſes. 
And what is there in the World that has not 
been ſo? Senſible People are apt to be ſhy 
of Methods that have been proſtituted to Par- 
tiality and. Flattery, which makes us ſometimes 
think we can never be too ſpating upon theſe 
Occaſions. But on the other hand, Honour 
to whom Honour is due, is as much the Word 
of God, as Elibus Defiance of giving fatter- 
ing Titles to Men; and out Love to the Ori- 
n makes it eaſy for us to relapſe into the 
tender Pleaſure of viewing the Picture. * 
F have it in Direction indeed, to improve 
this Occaſion, to the Edification of the Liv. 
ing, rather than the Praiſes of the Dead. I 
ſhall not much tranſgreſs this Way. I am 
ſure ſach a Direction was very agreeable to 
his own Indifference to any Thing that looked 
& baſk like 
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like the AﬀeRation of Applauſe. Remote 
from all Vanity of that kind! He ſeemed to 
g a great Way into the other Extream, of 
Indolence and Unconcern. And - fo any one 

would have thought, who never had the Op- 
portunity of obſerving, that his great Indiffer- 
ence to the Honour that comes from Men, 
was owing (ina laudable Degree) to the ſuperior 
Satisfaction he had, in the Honour that comes 
from God, and the Delights of a good Con- 
ſeien “ 

1 have underſtood that an early TinQure 
of Religion, gave a beautiful Regularity and 
Order to his younger Days, and delivered him 
from thoſe Stains that are too often contracted 
by the Vanity and Corruption of that danger- 
ous Time of Life, when Paſſion runs high, 
and Diſcretion too often very low. © When 
looſe Men, and the Tempter, with their own 
Levity and Appetite, are conſpiring their Ru- 
in, under the Pretence of pleaſing their Fancy. 

The Eſcape of one Youth in a great Number, 
| ought to be celebrated with the Acclamati- 
ons of religious Joy. I believe it ſeldom hap- 
pens but ſome peculiar Favour accompanies 
thoſe, who are religious betimes, for he hath 
ſaid, I love them that love me, and they that 


ſeek me early, ſpall find me. 


Providence 
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Providence had thrown a great deal of this' 
World into his Poſſeſſion, as it were to ſhew;' 
that a great Eſtate does not always ſpoil the 
Man that comes to it. That Pride and Haugh- 
tineſs, Neglect of God, and Contempt of Re- 
ligion, only go along with the Proſperity of 
Fools that deſtroys them; and not with thoſe 
Riches that are accompanied with the Grace 
and Bleſſing of God. To ſhew, that a Man 
may have a great Acceſſion to his outward 
Eſtate, and yet be the ſame Man ſtilhe To 
ſhew, that all Mammon is not the Mammon 
of Unrighteouſneſs; but where the Grace of 
God is, it teaches a Chriſtian to make that 
Mammon, which is the World's Idol, to be 
God's Servant, and his own; a Means of fery- 
ing God and his Generation. - 
When God made the moſt Acceptable 44. 
dition to his Comforts that he had farther to 
wiſh, by giving him the Companion of Life 
that he ſet his Affection upon, he was ready 
to acknowledge that he had found Favour 
of the Lord, Prov. xvili. 22. As this is one 
of the moſt important Steps of any Man's 
Life, ſo it was one of the moſt deſirable Ar- 
ticles of his Succeſs. He was reſolved nevet 
to make a Compliment of his Religion to 
any one. That is, never to live with any 
one with whom Religion could not ſubſiſt, 
EY. but 
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but all is Harmony and Sweetneſs, where the 
Reliſh is the ſame, for every Thing that is 
truly good; where the Aſſiſtance is mutual 
for true Religion, Family and Perſonal; and 
where every Method is readily promoted, 
whereby they and their Houſe might ſerve the 
1 | 
When he had. the + BRI of ſerving his 
Country as Member of Parliament, his Love 
to his Country carried him to that Degree of 
Attendance and Aſſiduity, as was beyond what 
could be expected from any one under the In- 
firmities that prevailed upon his Conſtitution. 
The many Hours he hath ſat in that Houſe !. 
under Pains and Difficulties, that would have 
kept any one away, that had leſs Love to his 
King and Country, the Proteſtant Religion, 
and the Liberties of Europe] but he would 
ſacrifice his Eaſe and Health, to the Preſerva- 
tion of thoſe dear Bleſſings; to which, I be- 
lieve, he was ready to have ſacrificed his Life 
itſelf. It was from the ſame Principle that 
he would, upon neceſſary Occaſions, come up 
to the publick Service in this City, under great 
Diſorders, when ſome others could hardly be 
perſuaded to go croſs a Street. He had in 
his young Days lived ſome Time in France, 
and ſeen the Effects of the want of Libeny. 
2 It 
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It is one of the beſt Things our Travellers 
very often bring Home wich them from A- 
broad, 2 deep Conviction of the Miſeries that 
follow upon the giving up our Liberties to 
the Prince or to the Prieſt. A Man may 
be miflead in his Notion by the Sophiſtry and 
Eloquence of Party Writers, but it is going 


about to perſuade a Man out of his Senſes, to 
argue againſt what he has ſeen and felt. 


He well underſtood the Right he had to 


chuſe for himſelf in Matters of Religion; as 
a Man, as an Eng/iſhman, and as a Chriſti. 


an; as 4 reaſonable Creature he could not 


' reconcile it, that another maſt judge for him, 


while he muſt be acconntable for himſelf ta 


God. As an Engliſhman, he thankfully en- 
joyed the Benefit of the Law that indulges 


this Liberty. And as a Chriſtian, in Matters 
purely Spiritual, he knew that one was his 
Maſter, even Chrift, Mat. xxiii. 10. and that 
to this, His own Maſter, he muſt fland or fath 


Rom. xiv. 4. 

His ſtared Communion was among the 
Proteſtant Diffenters, and frequently with the 
French Churches, es pecially in former Vears. 
He loved and valued all good Men; and did 


not meaſure their Goodnets by their ſpeaking 


his Phraſeology, or * juſt after his Way 


3 


0 
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ar 
and Manner. He loved this Intereſt as: the 
Cauſe of Liberty, Truth, and Godlineſs, not 


conſidering it in Oppoſition to other Denomi- 


nations in Chriſtianity, that would be too 
much degrading it into a Party. Other De- 
nominations in Chriſtianity may alſo aim at 


Liberty, Truth, and Godlineſs, though in a 


Way that may ſeem to us lels fitted to at- 


tain thoſe Ends: But he conſidered it as a 


Branch of general Chriſtianity, and as an uſc- 
ful Balance againſt any Encroachment upon 
Chriſtian Liberty, and as a Way moſt agree- 
able to his own Sentiments, and ſuited to his 
own Edification; and the Laws of God War- 
ranting the Privilege of chuſing for our ſelves, 
and the Laws of the Land indulging it; the 
Man who takes this Liberty, with a loving 


and charitable Temper towards others, is much 
more remote from being a Schiſmatick, than 


he that can find in his . to cal TOR 4 


ond by that Name. 


We thank God for his ks among 


us while he lived; for the many Benefadtions 


whereby he honoured the Lord with his Sub- 


tance, and was ſerviceable to the publick * 
tereſt. 


Whatever liberal Things he might be fat. 
ther deviſing in his own Thoughts, they ſeem 
1 to 


( 20 
to be fallen under Fob's Remark, My Days 
are paſt, my Purpoſes are cut off, even the 
Thoughts of my Heart, Chap. xvii. 11. His 
firſt Seizure was very ſudden and ſurprizing, 
but all the while he lay, an entire Reſignati- 
on to the Will of God did ſhine through 
all the Weakneſs and Diſability of dying Na- 
ture. 'The Diſtemper prevailed. Death got 
Ground every Hour upon - the other half of 
him, wherein Life held out the longeſt. He 
who before was wont to acknowledge God in 
all his Ways, would have the Aſſiſtance of 
ſome Miniſters with whom he had often 
joined upon other Occaſions; and when he 
was asked, what he would have us pray for 
more particularly, as well as he was able, and 
with ſome Difficulty. he uttered theſe two 


Words, Faith and Patience; which I ſuppoſe = 


to be the Reaſon of their having been given 
me upon this Occaſion. We ſhall all need 
theſe Graces in our Turn, to carry us thro 
the ſame Work, and in the mean Time to 
bear the Loſs of uſeful and valuable Friends. 
His loving and tender Conſort has loſt an 
affectionate Companion of Life. All Relati- 
ons muſt needs maintain an honourable Re- 
 gard to his Memory. We of this Church 
haye loſt a uſeful Member, a beloved Bro- 
| ther, 
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ther, and an Ornament. You of this Con- 
gregation will ſee him no more here among 
the earlieſt Waiters upon God; particularly 
at the Table of the Lord. He muſt have been 
very bad indeed, if his Place was ever empty 
then; though ſometimes it was in ſuch an 
Exerciſe of Faith and Patience, as few are 
called to; Faith, in the devout Expectation of 
the Bleſſing and Grace of God, and Pati- 
ence, under what he was - ſometimes forced 
all the while to endure. It has been obſery- 
ed of him, that he had a Talent at enduring. 
'The Drops that would run down his Face, 
ſhould ſooner tell the Company what he 
ſometimes cndured, than any Complaints of 
his own. 

But, he has done with Ang He in. 
Hherits the Promiſes. And among others, that 
Promiſe is now all his own, Rev. xxi. 4. God. 
ſhall wipe away all Tears from their E Jes, 
and there ſhall be no more Death, nor Crying, 
nor ſhall there be any more PAIN. It is done; 
and what remains? It remains that we follow 
I cloſe all with a few Remarks proper to this 
Subject and Occaſion. 

x. This ſhews the proper Uſe of Gerd 
Hiſtory, and of the exemplary Lives of god- 
ly Perſons. Theſe Things are written on 


purpoſe 


— 
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purpoſe” for our Learning, that we through 
Patience and Comfort of Scripture talghe here 
Hope. | 
2. No Failures or Infirmities in any 
good People ſhould hinder us in A 
that which was Good in them. 

Be you Followers of them—— of 8 
There were none of the Ancients that he pro- 

ſed to their Imitation but had ſome Flaws 
in their Character. Abraham's Faith was not 
without ſome Unbelief. Some Impatience 
was mixed with the Patience of Job. Solomon 


was not all Wiſdom, nor David all Holineſs. 
The Apoſtle therefore cannot be ſuppoſed to 


recommend the following of them through- 
out, in their wrong Steps, as well as in their 
right ones. The World is more forward to 
cenſure a ſingle Miſcarriage, than to imitate 
a courſe of. Godlineſs. And to point at the 
Blemiſhes of a Character, while you are 
ſhewing the Beauties of it. But the Apoſtle 
ſights this Humour, by recommending to our 
Imitation, thoſe who took ſome unwile Steps; 
and he thereby eſtabliſhes this Maxim, that 
no Prejudice ought to be derived from ſome- 
thing Bad, againſt the Imitation of what was 
Good, We areto imitate that which is Good, 
even in thoſe, who had ſome Things wherein 
they were not to be imitated, _ 3. It 
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3. Ir ſuggeſts a proper Rule of Life to eve. 


ry one of us; that is, ſo to live as that we may 
be followed allo. 


It would be of ſome Uſe to us, to ask our 
ſelves at the cloſe of a Day, What have 1 
done this Day that is worthy to be followed ! 
that deſerves Imitation! As it is our Duty to 
follow thoſe who have gone before us in their 
Faith and Patience, it is no leſs ſo, to leave a 
good Example to thoſe, who come after us. 

4. This is the beſt Way of expreſſing our 
Love to our departed Friends and Relations. 

Jo tread in their Steps, to walk in their Path, 
to do Good as they did, and bear Evil as they 
did. If you loved ſucha one that is gone to 
Heaven, take Care that you go thither too, 
that the Separation may not be eternal. If you 
go on towards Hell, while they are in Hea - 
ven, does that look as if you loved them? or 
their Company? or deſired to ſecure the So. 
ciety of ſuch lovely Creatures? ſo improved 
as now they are > Chriſt has made them un- 
ſpeakably more amiable than ever they Were, 


or could be here. 
J. This is the only World wherein a 


| Believer ſtands in the need of Faith and Pa- 


tience. Such Faith and Patience as is accom- 


| parts with any Pain, and is the Way to the 


P romilſe. 


(24) 


Promiſe. Even the Souls departed have a Faith 
in all that remains yet to be accompliſhed, and 
wait for the fulfilling of the Prophecies and 


Promiſes. The Souls of the Martyrs under 
the Altar are repreſented as crying, How long, 


oh Lord, holy and true! And to have uſed that 
Language, now, above ſixteen hundred Years. 


And all believing Souls departed, Wait for the 


Adoption, to wit the Redemption of our Bo- 


dies from the Grave. But this is a Faith and 


Patience improperly ſo called. A Faith with- 


out any Fight, and a Patience without any Bur- 


den. For that Share of the Promiſes they al- 


ready enjoy, is to them, an Aſſurance of all that 


is to follow ; and like the young Princes Enter- 
tainment at the Court, in Expectation of the 


Coronation Day. There is nothing fo un/een 
as it is now, to be the Work of ſuch a Faith 


as ours; nothing ſo troubleſome, to be the 
Work of ſuch a Patience. 


6. How lovely is the Alteration that Death 


makes in the Caſe of good People; from a 
State of Faith and Patience, to a State, above 
the need of any ſuch militant Graces. 

Let us not faint nor be weary in our Minds. 


Religion and Holineſs will have a comfortable ; 


Iſſue at laſt ; wherefore lift up the Hands that 
hang down, renew the Combat; à little more 
Faith 
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Faith and Patience, and there will be an end 
of both. Come home, ſays God to one gf his 


| Children—Down goes the earthly Honſe of 
this Tabernacle, and away goes the immortal 
Part into the Regions of Holineſs and Happi · 


neſs, the Kingdom, Life and Light of Love. 
7. This Subject affords one more plea- 


ſing Notion of Death, vis. tis 3 | 
rhe Promiſes. 


Living thar' 18 Faith dn Patience. 


Dying — that is is inheriting Promiſes. We live 


with the Promiſe in our Hand, which is 


- e Aſſignment of the Eſtate ;, we, die into the 
aig Polen. It is not the going off like a 

anſported Malefactor into Slavery or Baniſh- 
ment; but it is the promoted Fayourite, that 
ſets ſail for has a8 Poſt ; or rather it is an 
Heir to a K m; a Kingdom/prepared by 


the Father, aid purchaſed by Jeſus Chriſt, an 


Inheritance b. andefled, and that 
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